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EIKEN 2nd Speaking
Lesson 8

NEW MATERIALS FOR SPORTSWEAR

Recently, scientists have been developing new materials for clothing. These materials can be 

used to make sportswear, that help athletic performance. Many athletes wear such 

sportswear, and so they sometimes get an advantage over others. It is natural that athletes 

should wish to achieve better results, but some people are worried that these athlete’s 

performance will depend too much on what they wear. 
Your story should begin with this sentence: One day, Mr. and Mrs. Kato were looking at a 

magazine about outdoor activities. 
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QUESTIONS

No. 1 According to the passage, how do many athletes sometimes get 
an advantage over others?

No.2 Now, please look at the picture and describe the situation.
You have 20 seconds to prepare. Your story should begin 
with the sentence on the card.

< 20 seconds>
Please begin. 

Now, Mr./Ms.__________, please do not look at the picture.

No. 3 Some people say that expensive brand-name clothing is 
becoming less popular in Japan. What do you think about 
that? 

No. 4 It is often said that children today read fewer books than before. 
Do you think children should spend more time reading? 

Yes. Why?
No.             Why not? 
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SAMPLE ANSWERS

No. 1 By wearing sportswear that helps athletic performance

No. 2 One day, Mr. and Mrs. Kato were looking at a magazine about 

outdooractivities. She said to him, “Thisshirt will help you stay warm in the cold.”The next day 

at a sports shop, Mr. Kato was putting the shirt in a shopping basket. Mrs. Kato was trying on 

hiking boots. That weekend in the mountains, Mr. Kato was taking off his jacket because he felt 

very hot. Mrs. Kato suggested that they should sit down and drink something. 

No. 3 I agree. More people think such clothing is a waste of money. 
These days, people are trying harder to save money. 

I disagree. I think many people still want brand- name clothing. 
They feel special when they wear such clothing. 

No. 4 Yes. Reading is important for children’s education. Children today 
spend too much time playing computer games. 

No. I think they already read enough at school. They also need to 
spend time exercising outdoors. 
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